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CONCRETIONS  - the act of coming together

As the inaugural recipients of the Whakatāne Museum’s 
Volcanic Artist Residency, Edwards+Johann have spent time 
building a relationship with Whakaari/White Island. Through 
their visits to this site, the pair have been exposed to the 
volatility and intense beauty of the volcano, inspiring them 
to proceed upon a celebration of the sublimity of the place. 

ThThe Sublime traditionally explained representations of divine 
interventionsinterventions: punishment,biblical teachings and displays of power 
which inspired feelings of awe and terror. Can we consider the 
incredible power of the Earth as its own version of divinity? An 
‘Ecological Sublime’ in contemporary art practice offers a window 
into the human nature of exploring our world and our relation-
ships to it. The unpredictability, volatility and intensity of the 
Earth not only inspires terror, but awe. These Sublime emotions 
arare persistent, the dichotomy between the two so clear and yet, 
they come hand in hand. It is truly the Ecological Sublime which 
Edwards+Johann have embraced in this most recent body of works. 
Concretions: The act of coming together is a reflection upon 
the dichotomies which make up Whakaari, and in turn, the Earth. 

1 https://www.thebigidea.nz/stories/media-releases/219514-birth-of-the-volcanic-artist-residency

Harriet Litten

Volatile and stable, vulnerable and powerful, beautiful and 
terrifying. These works represent relationships of wonder and 
fear, these sublime notions which — as Edmund Burke summarized - 
encapsulate the strongest emotions that the human mind is 
capable of feeling.

ConcretionsConcretions: The act of coming together pulls from a variety 
of mediums, from sources, from resources and from thoughts. 
It truly is a ‘coming together’ in every sense of the phrase. 
Not only does this series encompass both two- and three-di-
mensional works, but the happening of opening night provides 
a direct, bodily experience to the viewer. A culmination of 
ideas of ‘the larval’, the microscopic, the bacterial, the 
humanhuman, the non-human, the organic and the abstract, this 
happening mirrors the way that Edwards+Johann respond to Whakaari.
‘There is so much grandeur — like a theatre stage you find yourself in the 
middle of the action all the time — yet with so much intimate detail...’1 
This happening reflects the unpredictability, the independence 
and the volatility of the Earth. 

As these threads of thought have been pulled together by 
Edwards+Johann, what comes next will be just as unpredictable, 
volatile, beautiful and wonderous.
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